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PREFACE 


The  Plant  Variety  Protection  Act,  (7  U.S.C. 
2321  et  seq. ) authorizes  the  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture to  publish  an  Official  Journal  and  to 
provide  the  public  with  pertinent  information 
relating  to  the  operations  of  the  Plant  Variety 
Protection  Office. 

The  statute  also  authorizes  the  Secretary 
to  disseminate  technological  and  other  informa- 
tion available  to  the  Office  that  would  encourage 
innovation  and  promote  progress  in  plant  breeding. 

The  Official  Journal,  which  is  published 
quarterly,  includes  instructions  issued  by  the 
Office  and  related  information.  It  will  be  sent 
free  to  anyone  on  request.  Send  requests  to: 

Plant  Variety  Protection  Office 
Grain  Division,  AMS 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
6525  Belcrest  Road 
Hyattsville,  Maryland  20782 

This  issue  covers  the  period  from  July  1 
through  September  30,  1973. 
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request  or  approval  to  publish  additional  information  received  from  applicant, 
i be  sold  by  variety  name  only  as  a class  of  certified  seed. 

No.  of  generations  of  certified  seed  permitted  beyond  breeder's  seed,. 
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relty : 'Cutler  71'  can  be  distinguished  from  other  Group  IV  varieties  on  the  basis  of  flower 
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Novelty:  'Seedmakers  I-E'  is  similar  to  the  variety  1 Corsoy 1 in  seed  size  and  shape  but  differs 
from  'Corsoy'  in  seed  coat  luster.  It  has  leaves  similar  to  those  of  'Beeson'  in  color  and  shape 
but  the  leaves  are  larger  than  those  of  'Beeson. ' 


GENERAL  INFORMATION 


PROGRESS  IN  PLANT  BREEDERS 1 RIGHTS  LAWS  IN  OTHER  COUNTRIES 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  International  Union  for  the  Protec- 
tion of  New  Plant  Varieties  (UPOV)  in  Geneva,  Switzerland,  on 
October  10-12,  1973,  the  following  statements  were  made  by- 
representatives  of  nonmember  States: 

Belgium  - The  Belgian  Bill  on  the  protection  of  plant  varieties 
was  going  through  the  stage  of  legal  and  professional  consul- 
tations and  was  ready  to  be  placed  before  Parliament,  where  it 
would  be  examined  at  once. 

Switzerland  - It  should  be  possible  to  put  the  finishing  touches 
to  the  Bill  by  the  end  of  the  year  --  in  such  a way  that  it  could 
be  considered  by  the  Federal  Parliament  in  the  course  of  1974. 

Australia  - At  present  the  Australian  government  was  not  committed 
to  any  viewpoint  in  respect  to  a plant  breeder's  rights  scheme. 
Inquiries,  both  internal  and  external,  were  being  made  in  order  to 
develop  a considered  attitude  and  to  determine  feasible  courses 
of  action. 

Austria  - Austria  has  two  different  laws,  one  on  plant  breeding 
and  one  on  the  seed  trade.  As  both  are  closely  inter-related 
a complete  change  of  both  is  necessary. 

Canada  - Canada  was  at  this  stage  proceeding  with  the  drafting  of 
a law  and  hoped  to  have  a draft  for  consideration  by  all  concerned 
in  the  near  future. 

Finland  - It  might  well  be  possible  to  enact  a law  on  plant 
breeders'  rights  in  Finland  within  2 or  3 years. 

Norway  - Most  private  breeders  concerned  themselves  only  with 
ornamental  plants.  Public  varieties  needed  no  protection  within 
the  country,  and  only  a few  of  them  could  be  exported.  Plant 
variety  protection  in  Norway  would  therefore  essentially  consist 
in  the  protection  of  foreign  varieties.  Norway  would  not  be  able 
to  join  UPOV  in  the  near  future. 

Union  of  South  Africa  - Plant  protection  was  granted  in  terms  of 
the  Plant  Breeders'  Rights  Act  which  came  into  operation  in  1966. 
South  Africa's  act  made  provision  for  reciprocal  arrangements  with 
other  countries  regarding  plant  breeders'  rights  protection. 

Spain  - A working  group  had  prepared  a bill  in  conformity  with  the 
Convention  (UPOV)  and  submitted  it  to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture. 
The  minister  announced  that  the  bill  would  be  discussed  in 
Parliament  shortly. 

Italy,  Gabon,  Israel,  Kenya,  Japan,  and  New  Zealand  were  not  rep- 
resented. Laws  protecting  breeders  have  been  passed  or  are  being 
considered  in  those  countries  also. 
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